TREE TRIMMING OPERATIONS, 16VAC25-73

16VAC25-73-90. Work procedures.
B. Pruning and trimming.

1. Voice communications among arborists aloft and among
arborists and other workers on the ground shall be established
before cutting and dropping limbs. The communication
method shall be clearly understood and used by all workers
during all operations. The command "stand clear" from aloft
and the response "all clear," "Underneath,"” or "No" from the
ground are terms that may be used for this purpose.
Prearranged, two-way hand signals may also be used when
verbal communication is not possible because of distance or
surrounding noise levels. Arborists and other workers
returning to the work area shall be acknowledged by arborists
aloft.

2. Pole pruners and pole saws, when hung, shall be securely
positioned to prevent dislodgment. Pole pruners or pole saws
shall not be hung on electrical conductors or left in a tree
unattended. Pole saws and pole pruners shall be hung so that
sharp edges are away from the arborist and shall be removed
when the arborist leaves the tree.

3. Scabbards or sheaths shall be used to carry handsaws when
not in use. Folding saws, when not in use, shall be closed and
hooked to the arborist saddle.

4. Pole tools used in line-clearance operations shall be
constructed with fiberglass reinforced plastic (FRP) or
wooden poles meeting the requirements of 16VAC25-90-
1910.269.

5. A separate workline shall be attached to limbs that cannot
be dropped safely or controlled by hand. Arborist climbing
lines and worklines shall not be secured to the same crotch.

6. Dry conditions and dead palm fronds present an extreme
fire hazard. When dry conditions exist, arborists and other
workers shall not smoke while working in or near dead palm
fronds. All chain saws used under such conditions shall have
mufflers and spark arresters in good working condition.
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7. Palm frond skirts that have three years or more of growth
shall be removed from the top down. Arborists performing
this work shall be supported by an arborist climbing line and a
false crotch. Arborists shall never attempt to remove skirts of
three years or more by positioning themselves below work
areas while being supported by a lanyard.

8. Cut branches shall not be left in trees upon completion of
work.

C. Cabling.

1. Arborists and other workers on the ground shall not stand
under the work area of a tree when a cabling system is being
installed.

2. Tools used for cabling, bark tracing, and cavity work shall
be carried in a bag, on a belt designed to hold such tools, or
attached to a tool lanyard.

3. Arborists installing cabling systems in trees shall be
positioned off to one side in order to avoid injury in case of
cable system failure that could occur when a block and tackle
or a hand winch is released.

4. When removing a cable from a tree, a block and tackle or
come-along system shall be installed before removing the
existing cable.

5. When installing a replacement cable, the replacement cable
shall be fully installed before removing the outdated cable.

Virginia Department of Labor and Industry, 2011
ww.doli.virginia.gov




